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Some things to do when 
you only have 1 day in  

Mendocino 

The Ford House Museum, is recognized 

by the Mendocino Coast Chamber of 

Commerce as the official Visitor 

Information Center for the village. Open 

daily, 11am to 4pm, the Ford House is 

the perfect place to start any visit to 

Mendocino. The circa 1854 home offers 

both historic and current information on 

the village and the area State Parks, 

including a broad selection of brochures, 

books, maps, cards, & gifts.   

Ford House Visitor Center & Museum 
45035 Main St. Mendocino 

707-937-5397 
11-4 daily 

HISTORIC HOMES/MUSEUMS 

The Guest  

House Museum 
343 N. Main St. 

Ft Bragg 
707-964-4251 

Hours vary 

The Guest House served as a show place for Union 

Lumber wood products in the 1880’s.  See the 

ornate woodwork, decorative moldings, door & 

window trim, the spool spindle banisters of the 

staircase and the stained glass windows exhibits.  

Ford House 

Visitor Center 
& Museum  

45035 Main St. 

Mendocino 

707-937-5397 

11-4 daily 

Come tour the Ford house Museum, built in 1854 

for JB Ford, the founder of Mendocino. View  the 

scale model diorama of the village as it was in 

1890 and the old photographs, tools and relics 

which illustrate the saga of the early mill days. 

Kelley House  
45007 Albion Street 

Mendocino 
707-937-5791 

Fri-Mon, 11am-3pm 

Walking Tours   

Sat. & Sun. 11am 

The Kelley House Museum’s mission is to collect, 

preserve, protect and share the rich history of the 

Mendocino Coast. It provides access to thousands 

of artifacts, photographs and documents housing 

the only museum-quality storage & research      

facility that is open to visitors. 

Mendocino Art Center  

and Theater 
45200 Little Lake Street  

707-937-5818 

We are a resource center for the 

visual and performing arts. 

Come visit the studio, exhibition galleries and 

see live performances.  

Ricochet Ridge Ranch Trail Rides  
Across from MacKerricher State Park 

707-964-7669 

Private or group trail rides.  

Also rides on Ten Mile 

Beach or through the 

Redwood forest or both. 

Model Railroad Museum in Ft Bragg 
Behind Skunk Train 

Call for hours—707-964-6371 

See logging history 

brought to life. Over 

1,300 ft of track, a Mill, 

Logging Camp, Town, 

Pier, Bridges, Trestles 

and so much more for the railroad enthusiasts.  

 Fishing or Seasonal Whale Watches 

Noyo Harbor — Fort Bragg  

Pudding Creek Express . Enjoy the one hour 

scenic 7-mile roundtrip along the beautiful 

Pudding Creek Estuary – home to blue herons, 

egrets, ospreys, and more.  

Half day excursions from Willits. Forty miles of 

railroad run through majestic redwood forests, 

scenic mountain meadow & over 30 trestles. 

Skunk Train 
Foot of Laurel St. Ft Bragg 

Reservations Suggested 

    707-964-6371 
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Russian Gulch State Park 
2 Miles North of Mendocino 

Point Cabrillo Light Station 
13800 Point Cabrillo Dr. Mendocino 

707-937-6123 

Visit the Lighthouse, an active duty Aid to 

Navigation station, containing 

the original Chance Brothers 

Fresnel lens.   

There are three restored 

Lightkeeper homes and the 

Blacksmith & Carpentry Shop, 

which houses a Science 

Exhibit with a 240 gallon saltwater aquarium. 

(Park & walk half a mile unless ADA.)  

The park features 

the hiking in lush 

Fern Canyon 

scenic trail 

system; the Pygmy 

Forest where 

mature, cone-

bearing cypress and pine trees stand six 

inches to eight feet tall; and the bog, or 

Cabbage Patch, where skunk cabbage grows 

in abundance.  A paved road is used by 

joggers and bicyclists.   

Kayak Mendocino Tours 
At Van Damme State Park 

Call 707-813-7117  for Reservations  

Here you can get professionally guided sea 

cave tours or rent a 

kayak.  The paddling 

is smooth and easy in 

the naturally formed 

channels. Narrow 

passageways and 

coves lead over the 

clear blue green 

shallow water.  Caves are filled with sea stars 

and vibrant algaes.  

Mac Kerricher State Park/Visitor Ctr. 
33080 MacKerricher State Park Rd. Ft. Bragg 

707-964-8898 

Come see our gray 

whale skeleton. 

This park offers a 

wide variety of 

habitats: beach, 

bluff, headland, 

dune, forests, 

wetlandand tide pools. View the seals on the 

rocks.   Great place to whale watch. 

Van Damme State Park/Visitor Center 
8125 N. Hwy 1, Little River  

707-937-4016 

Choose from a variety of sit 

on top & decked kayaks, 

canoes and redwood strip 

outriggers, and mountain or 

comfort bicycles for exploring 

beautiful Big River.  

Guided tours on our outrigger 

are available from June-Sept. 

Catch a Canoe and Bicycles Too! 
At the Stanford Inn 

707-937-0273  

Mendocino Headlands State Park 
Follow the coast around Mendocino 

The park consists of 347 

acres of undeveloped 

seaside bluffs and islets 

surrounding Mendocino 

Village, two beaches (Big 

River Beach and 

Portuguese Beach), and 

the much larger Big River Unit stretching for 

eight miles along both banks of the Big River.  

Devil’s Punchbowl, the 

park’s most famous 

feature, formed when 

pounding waves forged 

an inland tunnel and left 

a hole 100 feet across 

and 60 feet deep. Hike  

5 miles to Fern Canyon’s 

36-foot high waterfall.  The park has nearly 1.5 

miles of ocean frontage. In the spring, the park’s 

foggy headlands bloom with acres of wildflowers. 

There is a beach that offers swimming, tide pool 

exploring, skin diving, and rock fishing. Also there’s 

a paved three-mile bicycle trail.   

Jug Handle State Reserve 
15700 North Hwy 1, Fort Bragg 

 Glass Beach 
Off Elm Street, Fort Bragg 

Search for rare ruby reds from 

auto tail lights or sapphire gems 

from apothecary bottles.  

Snap a photo. Leave the glass 

behind for others to discover.  

Find your happy place! The Gar-

dens offer a uniquely beautiful 

combination of elements.  

In addition to the amazing plant collections, the 

Gardens have more than 150 species of birds, 

Relaxing Ponds and Spectacular Views. 

Botanical Gardens 
18220 N.Hwy 1, Fort Bragg 

707-964-4352 

Open 9 am - 4 pm 

The 769-acre park features a 

2.5-mile self-guided nature 

trail called The Ecological 

Staircase.  It  has five wave-

cut terraces formed by glacier, sea and tectonic    

activity that built the coast range. Each of the  

terraces was uplifted from sea level about 

100,000 years prior to the last. At the end of the 

trail, look for the pygmy forest.  


